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Your Co President's Message Jim Williams & Linda Clary

ur Annual Meeting is
O coming up in April (22™

to be exact). This, brings
withit “Nominating Committee Sea-
son”. Membersof our Leaguewill con-
tact you, seeking your agreement to
servethe L eagueinamoresignificant
way. Consder theopen positions, and
say “YES’ to the one that most suits
your talents. Sharon Rice (Nominating
Committee Chair) or one of her com-
mittee memberswill be contacting you.

TheBoard consistsof the Officers6),
the Elected Directors(6), and the Ap-
pointed Directors (up to 6).

Thereareeight positionsto befilled at
thisnext Annual Meeting. Yes, thatis
anunusua number. Board resignations
have decimated theranksof theBoard
of Directors. We currently have one
elected Director (Sharon Lee
Schwartz), and her termisup on June
30™. That givesan opportunity for all
six elected directorsto be new to the
board. Three of those Directorswill
serveout current termswhich expire
June 30, 2009 Theremaining threewill
serveanorma two year term.

Consider Saying Yes!

Two officersarealsoupfor electionto
officethisyear: the Second Vice Presi-
dent and the Treasurer. Theremaining
officers(co-Presdents, First VicePres-
dent and Secretary) will servethere-
mainder of their termsor until June 30,
20009.

Typically the Board members accept
oneof the League' sPortfolios. These
areProgram, Action, Observer Corps,
Voter Service, Voters Guide, Devel-
opment and any others we chooseto
undertakelike Sustainable Communi-
tiesand UmpquaVisions. Thereare
also opportunitiesto servein an ap-
pointed capacity asaDirector. Those
termsarefor oneyear. If youthink you
would liketotry one of the Portfolios,
you can do that asan elected Director
for oneyear, or asan appointed Direc-
tor for the same length of time. Our
By-Lawsallow upto six appointed Di-
rectors.

The Portfolios allow a Director two
opportunities. Thefirstisto provide
overall directiontotheLeague. The
second isto represent aparticular area
of the League’'s work (or your pas-

sion!). You can establish the commit-
teethat will plan and carryout thework
of that area, and report your accom-
plishmentsto the Board.

Thereare plenty of opportunities, and
enough openingstoalow youto choose
the onethat most suitsyour talentsor
areasinwhichyouwishtogrow. Do
your homework, and consider saying
“YES’ whentheNominating Commit-
teemakesitscal toyou. Think of Marlo
Thomas'squip, “If not me, thenwho?’

March Calendar
Board Meeting

March 10, 2008

see page 6 for important events



League Lines
Nonpartisanship Statement

The LWV takes political action on issues on
which members have reached agreement. The
LWV never supports or opposes any political
party or candidate for elective office. However,
asindividuals, LWV members are encouraged
tojoin fully in the political process. Because of
scrupulous adherence to this nonpartisan politi-
cal policy, the LWV takes action only in the
publicinterest.

OFFICERS

President;
Jim Williams & Linda Clary ......... 464-3883
1st Vice President;

Betty Mack ........ccooeeivvrrrssernn 672-1706
2nd Vice President:

vacant
Secretary:

Maryann Raney ... 680-1447
Treasurer:

Kathy Vejtasa ...........cooceeeeirien 672-719%

DIRECTORS
Linda Clary Lois Allen
Judy Robertson Sharon Lee Schwartz
Debbie Brown Laura Konecny
CHAIRS

Action Char:

Betty Mack ......occeceeerrriivvvrrrenn 464-8883
Development Chair:

Judy RODEMSON ...vvvveverrvveen 673-3462
Homeless Youth Study State Chair:

Linda Clary ........ceeeessssssseriireeen 464-3883
Hospitality Char:

Judy RODEMSON ...vvvveeerrvveen 673-3462
I[mmigration Study:

Betty Mack .....oooceeeeerrrivvvrrren 672-1706
Membership Chair:

RobinWISAOM vvvvvevvvvvvvee 672-6982
Newsletter Editor:

Maryann Raney ............oeeeeeeeee 677-0221
Nominating Committee Chair;

SharonRICe .......vcveervvvrerseenn 6734980
Program Char:

Betty Mack ........cccccvvcvvrrrssrrne 672-1706
Public Relations:

LauraKonecny ..........vvvvesressenee 673-4423
Sustainahle Communities Chair:

Sharon Lee Schwartz .............. 677-0950
Voters Guide Chair:

James Williams ............cccveveres 464-3883
Voters Guide Distribution:

AnnaWillman .........cocvevveees 440-3075
Website Editor:

RODINWISAOM ..vvvvvvvvvvrereene 6726982

Please email newsletter articles for this publication by
the 22nd of each month between September and May
to miraney2003@yahoo.com

Our Members

Ama Willman has been with Umpqua Community Action
Network’s Transitions Programs since 1990, and has been Program
Director since 1994.

_ Anna has a Masters degree (MPhil) in Comparative Politics from
Columbia Uniwversity in New York City and a Masters of Interna-
tional Studies (MIS) from Claremont Graduate School in Claremont, California.
She was a Fulbright Scholar in Zagreb, Yugoslavia in 1971 to 1972,

From 1993 to 1994, She was a co-founder of and group facilitator for VOICES of
Douglas County, a support group for adult survivors of childhood sexual abuse.
She serves on the board of Project Literacy and the League of Women \oters in
Douglas County and served as chair of the Douglas County Regional Gender
Equity Team from 1994 to 1998. Anna has also served as the President of Oregon
Women Work!, a statewide network of single parent/displaced homemaker pro-
grams, and was Chair of the Oregon Commission for WWomen.

Anna is the single parent of one son (now grown) and the grandmother of three.

ally McKain, our newest member has lived in Roseburg since
1980. She has been married to her husband Scott for 37 years. They
have two daughters.

Sally and her hushand Scott our proud owners of an energy
efficient solar home and, practice organic gardening, along with native landscap-
ing.

Sally graduated from the University of Washington in 1971 with BS. in
Pyscohology. She retired from the State of Oregon Human Services Department
in 2006.

Her interest are in reducing the carbon footprint, recycling, cooking (with whole
foods) politics, human rights and climate change. Since joining the league we can
now add working on the state water study. Sally jumped right in volunteering to
attend the water study meeting.

Sally says she joined the League because of the Leagues participation in promot-

ing voter turn out, and increasing awareness of issues with candidate forums and
community projects.

Diana Wales, PC
Attorney at Law
673-0696

Divorce & Family Law %%iesbir?cggng%m

Mediation & Ligation 541-673-9791 (fax)




Sustainable Community by sharon Lee Schwartz

League Favors Smart Growth,
not Speedways;

Placemaking, not Corporate
Welfare

ur community isat acrossroads between devel
opinginalively, sustainable pattern supportive
of thelocal economy, or building wide speed-

waysto hurry traffic away from our town center for the
benefit of nonlocal interestsand large devel opers.

The L eague of Women voterssupportsthoughtful growth
and development based on proven practices. For ex-
ample, the L eague supportsthe plan sponsored by the
City of Roseburgtorevitdizeitsdowntown by creatinga
retail hotspot, event center, riversde park expansion, bike
loop, and town square. This plan hasthe potential to
make our downtown adestination, and to functionasa
regional shopping center by expanding retail in several
areas, according totheplan’screators. Many new malls
bei ng deve oped acrassthe country aremode ed on down-
townslike Roseburg’s- and we can havethereal thing
instead of animitation. TheLeaguefavorssensiblede-
velopment, using resourcesto strengthen homegrown
business.

In contrast ispoorly planned growth that would benefit
nonloca businessesat the expense of our loca economy.
Theeffect of ODOT’ scurrent plansfor highway 138 (other
than theregjected Option 1A and theno-build option) isto
ingtdl apipdinefor thefuturemall and big box storetraf-
ficthat will be generated by theroad project. Theplans
for highway 138 havelittleto dowith current traffic needs.
ODOT’sresearch showsthat only 11%to 12% of traffic
crossing Oak Avenue bridgeisheaded for highway 138,
andonly 13%to 15% of traffic crossng Washington Street
bridgein the oppositedirection comesfrom highway 138
(Technical Memo Number 2, pages 24 and 25, ODOT
Highway 138 Project website). Thereasoning for the
projectiscircular: if theroads are widened, new devel-
opment will createthetraffic used tojustify the projectin
thefirst place.

InThe Smallmart Revol ution, Michadl Schuman explains
that communities|ose 1%2jobsfor every jobthat iscre-
ated by abig box store. Theauthor also pointsout that
“attraction” and “retention” of businessesare subsidies
for nonlocal businesses, sincelocally grown businesses
need neither beattracted nor retained. Local businesses
areaready present and not going anywhere. Itiseco-
nomicaly smart to support our loca businesses, andfoolish
to subsidizenonlocal enterprisesthat will reduceemploy-
ment and weaken our economy.

Not only would the plansharm local business, they are
poor traffic engineering, based on outmoded protocols.
Noneof thelocal ODOT’ ssuggested plansare supported
by itsown traffic sudy, satewide ODOT, or Federd High-
way Administration palicies. Infact, many communities
are spending alot of money to undo speedwayslikethe
onesloca ODOT isdiscussng. Whileloca ODOT plans
speedways, DOT’sintherest of thenation arerethinking
thewisdom of these past practices. DOT’sin New Jer-
sey, Kentucky, Utah, Florida, Vermont, and about twenty
other statesare studying andimplementing smart growth
practices, called Context Sensitive Solutions, or CSS.

CSS has been chosen by the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration asoneof itsVital Few Strategies. Itisaway of
looking at streetsand roads as something morethan sim-
ply away to movetraffic. Theresultisbetter placesand
more opportunitiesfor economic devel opment. CSSal-
lows DOT’sto planinwaysthat support local econo-
mies, unlikethe highway 138 project being undertaken
by ODOT.

The L eague of Women Voters supportsdevel opment that

will strengthen our local economy - not funnel traffic and
dollarsout of town.

Sharon L ee Schwartz,
Sustainability Chaiperson
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Members VIEWS submitted by Jim Williams and Kathy Vejtasa

February Members Meeting

At our February meeting, Rick
Wiesenberg, Assistant Digtrict At-
torney for Douglas County pre-
sented information about the Dis-
trictAttorney’soffice, itsroleinlaw
enforcement, and impactsdueto

changesinthe Safety Net.

Rick encouraged questions, and they dominated the hour
and onehalf session.

TheDigtrict Attorney iselected for afour-year term, and
serves as the prosecuting attorney for the State of Or-
egonin DouglasCounty. The Digtrict Attorney’sprimary
dutiesinclude: prosecuting crimesoccurring in the County
which violate State statutes (excluding casesfiled in mu-
nicipal courts); conducting grand jury sessions; and at-
tending court sessions. The District Attorney ispaid by
the State and County. The District Attorney’sstaff ison
the County payroll. Thereare 13 attorneysintheoffice,
and 8 work onfelony cases. Rick had substantial praise
for the police assignificant contributorsto public safety.

Many casesgoto pleabargaining. Thedecisonsinthese
cases revolve around the best outcome for the public,
how strong the caseis, and witnesseschanging their minds.

The County Commissionershad asessionwiththeDis-
trict Attorney to set the budget for theupcoming year. As
with all budget processes, there arelotsof complicating
factorsthat impact the decision making. Oneisthefact
that the officeispartly funded by the State, and partly by
the County. Add to that some laws and practices that
place some constraints on decision making. Theup shot
of thisisthat thebudget isset such that it will bethe same
aslast year. Sincethemagjority of the budget istaken up
with personnd costs, somepersonnd will likely belet go
to accommodate cost of living increasesthat will take
place. Thelikely changewill beto eliminateacomplete
daff that isattending to child support work, that staff con-
sstsof oneattorney andfive caseworkers. Thisfunction
isonethat can betaken over by the State Attorney Gen-
erd.

Rick mentioned thelawsthat require mandatory sentenc-
ing have placed an interesting burden on the District
Attorney’s Office. With judgeshaving morediscretion
(prior to mandatory sentencing) therewasamorerelaxed
approach to charging an offender. With mandatory sen-
tencing, the charge hasto be carefully chosen by the DA
with the mandatory sentencein mind. Ineffect thelaw
hasremoved the discretion of thejudge, and replaced it
withthediscretion of the DA with somesubgtantid limita-
tions.

Rick agreedthat judicial salariesin Oregon arelow, and
probably need to beimproved. Similarly, those of the
prosecuting attorney’ s probably a so could beimproved.
However, henoted that all of these peoplearelivingwell
inour community. Finaly, Rick spokeabout what called
peopleto serveasadistrict attorney. Hefeelsthatitis
really achoice about where your passion lies, and not
about the compensation.

Advocacy

League Vbices Concerns to Speaker
Pelosi over Misinterpretation of Ethics
Rules

n Feb. 6 the League and others sent a letter to House
OSpeaker Nancy Pelosi voicing concerns about the

House Ethics Committee’s misinterpretation of
congressional ethics rules. The League strongly supported
the landmark ethics and lobbying reforms passed by Congress
last year and strongly praised the House for this major
accomplishment. However the League letter states in part,
“recent unjustifiable House Ethics Committee guidance
threatens to seriously undermine the public credibility of
the new ethics rules.” The League urges Pelosi...... to take
all steps necessary to ensure that the Ethics Committee
withdraws its misinterpretation of the new ethics rule on
party conventions and issues a new guidance that carries
out the clear meaning, purpose and spirit of the new rule.”



Women's Histo 'Y Compiled by Lois Allen and Beverly Paulson

ince 1961, when the League of

Women Voters was established in

the Umpqua Valley twenty-two
leaders have served as presidents. When
the first president, Phyllis Lombard
moved from the area, many wondered
who would be president, or more accu-
rately, who could be president. After all,
who had the experience? Mildred Wil-
son had just moved to Roseburg, had
League experience and was searching for
involvement. Mildred became the sec-
ond president and trained us in the
“League \Ways” which we have emulated
to this day. Over the years the \WWVUV
has experienced peaks and valleys, but
we have always persevered. We had
many valuable studies resulting in po-
sitions leading us to advocacy and worth-
while change. Ve have also participated
in numerous state and national studies.
Locally, we have hosted numerous can-
didate forums, registered voters, poll
watched for major networks and have
given countless presentations on ballot
measures.

We have never been without a presi-
dent. The LWVUV is beginging forty-
seven years of service in this commu-
nity with twenty-two presidents guid-
ing us to build on the accomplishments
of the past and guiding us, as league
members, toward the future.

Presidents of the
League of Women Voters
in the Umpqua Valley

Phyllis Lombard
Mildred Wilson
Lillian Hermann
Jacie Pratt

June Black
Joyce Morgan
Anne Plunkett
Lois Allen
Barbara Edwards
Peggy John
Eleanor Wilson
Janet Johnston
Adelle Sherwin
Alice Lackey

Anne Taggart-Tunzi

Beverly Paulson
Anne Nichols
Betty Mack
Pat Osborn
Robin Wisdom

1961-63 Provisional League
1963-65

1965-67

1967-70

1970-73 carol Northam, Acting Pres.
1973-75

1975-77

1977-79

1979-81

1981-83

1983-85

1985-87

1987-89

1989-91

1991-93

1993-95

1995-97

1997-2001
2001-2004
2004-2007

Linda Clary & Jim Williams 2007-
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Ruth Kratochvil, on the left, former member of LWVUV
and now a member of the Portland League, Betty Mack,
Anne Nichols and Beverly Paulson



Convention in Portland

Nationa Leaguersto
Conventionin
Portland,

Junel13-17, 2008.

“Weareredly excited; wethink it' sjust
gredt,

You'll be coming to Portland in two
thousand eight!”

With those wordsweinvited national
L eaguers to convention in Portland,
June 13 — 17, 2008. The same senti-
ment goesto all state L eaguers. Come
asdelegates—or comeasvolunteers—
asimilar experienceat agreat price!

If membersfrom (UmpuaValley) want
to carpool, wewill scheduleyour vol-
unteersfor the same day. Just makea
note by the date selection on your vol-
unteer form.

Be part of the excitement of,
“Reaching New Heights Together.”

“Comewherethe L eague blooms, and
rosesawait.

Welook forward to welcoming youin
O-eight.”

Want to Go to National Convention?

With the National Convention so close to our area the League will pay part of the cost
for going to convention, up to the amount the budgets allows, so get your request in
early.

Linda will do a presentation about The Homeless Youth Study, Sunday. Come &
support our president.

Important Events

Saturday, April 5, 4:30pm
Women in Afghanistan
Rose Theater - RHS
Dr. Ken Zontek
Reception to follow

Monday, April 7th, 1:00 pm
Candidates Foums
Linus Oakes — Activity Room
12:00 set-up, 12:30 - candidates arrive

Thursday,April 10, 7:00 pm
Candidates Foums
Rose Theatre - RHS
4:30 — 5:00 set-up, 6:30 — candidates arrive

Tuesday, April 22, 6pm
Annual Meeting
. Preshyterian Church
Dinner, Speaker: Water in the WestElections & elections




ACTION ALERT

action aLerT: Stand Up Against Administration Fear Tactics

our Representative in Congress needs to
Ybe encouraged to keep protecting

America’s basic civil liberties against the
administration’s fear tactics. The administration
wants to continue warrantless wiretapping of
American citizens and to let telecommunications
companies off the hook for possible illegal eaves-
dropping.

The 110th Congress has already spent innumer-
able legislative hours discussing surveillance leg-
islation. Earlier this month, the Senate passed S.
2248, the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Amend-
ments Act of 2007, which allows for limitless war-
rantless wiretapping by the executive branch and
includes retroactive immunity for telecommunica-
tions companies. These companies have allowed
the administration to use corporate resources to
Spy on innocent Americans.

The House of Representatives voted to adjourn for
the President’s Day recess without considering S.
2248, thereby resisting administration claims that
this would leave America vulnerable to terrorism.

Take action today to encourage your Representa-
tive to keep protecting civil liberties by continuing
to stand against the administration’s fear tactics!

Tell your Member of Congress to limit the ability of
government agencies to obtain information about
American citizens without the appropriate judicial
constraints. While the intelligence community
needs the authority to track terrorists abroad, this
should be done without threatening our civil liber-
ties.

TAKE ACTION

1. Contact your Representative now, by phone or
by email, and tell him or her to continue to stand up
against S. 2248. Tell him or her that warrantless
wiretapping of Americans is unacceptable in a
democracy and remind your Representative that
blanket retroactive immunity for telecommunica-
tions companies is wrong.

2. Send this alert to other concerned citizens - your
grassroots network, your friends and coworkers.
Encourage them to contact their Representative
today!

BACKGROUND

Learn more about what the League has done to
protect civil liberties.

Sign up to receive Action Alerts directly by email.
Don’t miss an opportunity to take action! It's easy
to sign up and the League will never share your
email with others: http://takeaction.lwv.org/lwv/mim/

signup/.

For additional information, please contact LWVUS
Grassroots Lobbyist Christina Vamvas at
lobbying@Iwv.org.

Jane McMillin
Attorney
(541) 672-2058
1155 SE Douglas St Family Law

PO Box 81
Roseburg, OR 97470
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March Calendar

Board of Director's Meeting
Tuesday, March 10- 5pm
Umpqua Community Development Corp.
605 Kane Street
ALL MEMBERS WELCOME!

Saturday, April 5, 4:30pm
Women in Afghanistan
Rose Theater - RHS
Dr. Ken Zontek
Reception to follow



