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ur September 25" meeting focused on sustainability,
Opeci fically on sustainable development

in down town Roseburg, the Historic Mill Pine
Neighborhood, and theriverfront. Our sustainability study
completed by LWV UV severa yearsago encourageslively
downtowns and compact development. Therewasagood
turnout of about 40 people, including L eague members,
peopleliving downtown andintheMill Pine neighborhood,
Roseburg's City Planner, and one of Roseburg’s City Coun-
clors

Wetalked about the elementsthat comprisethe best down-
towns- great streetsthat are pedestrian friendly; lively, ac-
cessible, public squares; and great retail with large anchors
on each end such as grocery stores or cultural centers.
Groupsthenworked with mapsapplying basic planning prin-
ciplesto build our own downtowns. People were excited
about creating our own vision for our community.

Wewrapped up by talking about next steps such asreaching
out to more groups, forming task forcesrel ated to specific
elementsof thevision, surveying peoplewho livedowntown,
and putting together awebsiteto continuethedial og.

Our UmpquaVisonsand sustainability portfoliosaregetting
abit of public attention. The News Review printed aguest
column by LindaClary on September 25, 2007 about our
visioning process, and
KPIC interviewed
Lindabeforethe meet-

ing.
Rick Coen and
Stuart Liebowitz

discussing map
suggestions

Sharon Lee Schwartz «-

CAPTURED YOUR IMAGINATION

Highlights from our “Build your Own Downtown” included:

Grocery store — a dominant discussion point.

Potential locations: former grocery store location on Cobb
St, the corner of Main and Lane, Mosher and Pine, former
Safeway or Oregon Linen.

Invite local producers (Kruse Farms, New Day, butcher)
to come together in one location.

Umpqua Square - Suggested locations included the old
Ricketts Music store or the old Umpqua Hotel.

How about a multiplex cinema in the downtown area?

- Apartments and condos in the former Phoenix School

location.

- Another Half Shell on Elk Island?
- Atransparent dome arched over Jackson Street pro-

viding for all-weather downtown shopping.

Traffic was another dominating discussion point — Make
Stephens Street two-way; Pine Street becomes a
residential street.

The League will develop a web-site to keep the community
apprised of progress, developments and to keep the energy
flowing and going inviting the community’s participation and
comments.




CO Presidents Message
Jm Williams & Linda Clary

COMING TOGETHER

ow often haveweheard “ It takes

awholevillagetoraiseachild’?

Or somethinglikethat. Thecon-
cept aso transfers to “It takes many
peopleto makethevillage, or townor city.”
All of usmust beinvolved, inoneway or
another. As part of our commitment to
participatory democracy, your Co-presi-
dents, Jim and Linda, attended the
LWVOR'’sannua Fall Workshop Octo-
ber 6, 2007.

There were several themes or common
threadsto the day’swork: stewardship
of our beautiful sate, Leaguemembership,
and the League' scontinuing chalengeand
mandate of voter education. Asyou know
theLeague supportsa“ Yes’ voteon Mea-
sure49. Senator Floyd Prozanski spoke
to usregarding the devel opment of this
measureand how it will “fix” Measure 37
(M37). Oneof themore startling state-
ments that he made was there are over
7,500 clamsunder M 37, with an approxi-
mate projected cost to the citizens of Or-
egonof over $15billion. Of theseclaims,
most havebeenfiledinthelast Six weeks.
Rather than go into why the L eague sup-
portsa“Yes’ voteon M49, | urgeyouto
review the League’ sNonpartisanVoter’'s
Guide (whichyou can accesson theweb,
http://www.lwvor.org/documents/

V GSpec07.pdf).

The state’ sWater Resources Department
wasably represented by three peoplewho
spoke about the quantity and quality of
water inour state. The Department rec-
ognized Liz Frankel, alongtime League
member, withalovely award. They noted

that throughout theyears, the L eague has
been astandard-bearer for good water re-
sources, with Liz leading the charge. |
was excited to learn about their forward
looking project whichisinvestigating fas-
cinating ways of storing water and are-
view of the state’ sfiniteresourcesto en-
sure pure water for Oregonians. Inthe
West, with our significant history of “Wa-
ter Wars’, weknow that weter isprecious,
must be protected, and fairly allocated.
Understanding theissuesaround who gets
water rights, who getsto control itsqual -
ity (when we take a drink of water, do
you wonder about itspurity? Do you fer-
vently wishthat thisisyour lucky day and
youwon't get 9ck?), isthereenough quan-
tity (Oregonwill behometo 20 millionnew
Oregoniansin the next 20 years — how
many will settlein our community?), and
whowill bein chargeof adlocating thisen-
dangered resource arevital issuesto be
examinedinthisstudy. Thestatestudy on
water needs people to work on thisim-
portant and Sgnificant project. 1sthat you?

All of these discussionstold usthat the
Leagueisasignificant forcein our com-
munities, statesand country. AsLeague
memberswe are concerned about where
and how welive. We study and advocate
for positionsbased upon our research and
consensus. Weplanfor thefutureto en-
sureour democracy andthat all voicesare
heard. Our local effortsto encourage our
elected officid sto planfor tomorrow are
certainly in concert with the rest of the
state'seffort to look ahead, anticipatein-
frastructureissues, and encourage com-
munity input. UmpquaVisonsendeavors

continued on next page

League Lines
Nonpartisanship Statement

The LWV takes political action on issues on
which members have reached agreement. The
LWV never supports or opposes any political
party or candidate for elective office. However,
asindividuals, LWV members are encouraged
tojoin fully in the political process. Because of
scrupulous adherence to this nonpartisan politi-
cal policy, the LWV takes action only in the
public interest.
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Please email newsletter articles for this publication by
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continued ...

to include all members of our community. Itis our respons
bility as members of the League of Women Voters to be a
tive and participate in this noble and patriotic effort. If not us
then who? We invite you to involve yourself in our loca
League’s efforts to build and sustain our beautiful communit
state, and country. Are you passionate about the water stu
Or Voter Education? Want to “rock the vote” in the nex
Presidential election? Do you want to be part of envisionir
the Umpqua Basin’s future? Your co-presidents look fol
ward to hearing from you.



