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Our September 25th meeting focused on sustainability,
specifically on sustainable development
in down town Roseburg, the Historic Mill Pine

Neighborhood, and the riverfront. Our sustainability study
completed by LWVUV several years ago encourages lively
downtowns and compact development. There was a good
turnout of about 40 people, including League members,
people living downtown and in the Mill Pine neighborhood,
Roseburg’s City Planner, and one of Roseburg’s City Coun-
cilors.

We talked about the elements that comprise the best down-
towns - great streets that are pedestrian friendly; lively, ac-
cessible, public squares; and great retail with large anchors
on each end such as grocery stores or cultural centers.
Groups then worked with maps applying basic planning prin-
ciples to build our own downtowns. People were excited
about creating our own vision for our community.

We wrapped up by talking about next steps such as reaching
out to more groups, forming task forces related to specific
elements of the vision, surveying people who live downtown,
and putting together a website to continue the dialog.

Our Umpqua Visions and sustainability portfolios are getting
a bit of public attention. The News Review printed a guest
column by Linda Clary on September 25, 2007 about our
visioning process, and
KPIC interviewed
Linda before the meet-
ing.

 

CAPTURED YOUR IMAGINATION
Highlights from our “Build your Own Downtown” included:
· Grocery store – a dominant discussion point.

Potential locations:  former grocery store location on Cobb
St, the corner of Main and Lane, Mosher and Pine, former
Safeway or Oregon Linen.

· Invite local producers (Kruse Farms, New Day, butcher)
to come together in one location.

· Umpqua Square -  Suggested locations included the old
Ricketts Music store or the old Umpqua Hotel.

· How about a multiplex cinema in the downtown area?
· Apartments and condos in the former Phoenix School

location.
· Another Half Shell on Elk Island?
· A transparent dome arched over Jackson Street pro-

viding for all-weather downtown shopping.
· Traffic was another dominating discussion point – Make

Stephens Street two-way; Pine Street becomes a
residential street.

The League will develop a web-site to keep the community
apprised of progress, developments and to keep the energy
flowing and going inviting the community’s participation and
comments.  

Rick Coen and
Stuart Liebowitz
discussing map

suggestions

Sharon Lee Schwartz !
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The LWV takes political action on issues on
which members have reached agreement. The
LWV never supports or opposes any political
party or candidate for elective office. However,
as individuals, LWV members are encouraged
to join fully in the political process. Because of
scrupulous adherence to this nonpartisan politi-
cal policy, the LWV takes action only in the
public interest.
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COMING TOGETHER

How often have we heard “It takes
a whole village to raise a child”?
Or something like that.  The con-

cept also transfers to “It takes many
people to make the village, or town or city.”
All of us must be involved, in one way or
another. As part of our commitment to
participatory democracy, your co-presi-
dents, Jim and Linda, attended the
LWVOR’s annual Fall Workshop Octo-
ber 6, 2007.

There were several themes or common
threads to the day’s work:  stewardship
of our beautiful state, League membership,
and the League’s continuing challenge and
mandate of voter education.  As you know
the League supports a “Yes” vote on Mea-
sure 49.  Senator Floyd Prozanski spoke
to us regarding the development of this
measure and how it will “fix” Measure 37
(M37).  One of the more startling state-
ments that he made was there are over
7,500 claims under M37, with an approxi-
mate projected cost to the citizens of Or-
egon of over $15 billion.  Of these claims,
most have been filed in the last six weeks.
Rather than go into why the League sup-
ports a “Yes” vote on M49, I urge you to
review the League’s Nonpartisan Voter’s
Guide (which you can access on the web,
http://www.lwvor.org/documents/
VGSpec07.pdf).

The state’s Water Resources Department
was ably represented by three people who
spoke about the quantity and quality of
water in our state. The Department rec-
ognized Liz Frankel, a longtime League
member, with a lovely award.  They noted

that throughout the years, the League has
been a standard-bearer for good water re-
sources, with Liz leading the charge.   I
was excited to learn about their forward
looking project which is investigating fas-
cinating ways of storing water and a re-
view of the state’s finite resources to en-
sure pure water for Oregonians.  In the
West, with our significant history of “Wa-
ter Wars”, we know that water is precious,
must be protected, and fairly allocated.
Understanding the issues around who gets
water rights, who gets to control its qual-
ity (when we take a drink of water, do
you wonder about its purity?  Do you fer-
vently wish that this is your lucky day and
you won’t get sick?), is there enough quan-
tity (Oregon will be home to 20 million new
Oregonians in the next 20 years – how
many will settle in our community?), and
who will be in charge of allocating this en-
dangered resource are vital issues to be
examined in this study.  The state study on
water needs people to work on this im-
portant and significant project.  Is that you?

All of these discussions told us that the
League is a significant force in our com-
munities, states and country.  As League
members we are concerned about where
and how we live.  We study and advocate
for positions based upon our research and
consensus.  We plan for the future to en-
sure our democracy and that all voices are
heard.  Our local efforts to encourage our
elected officials to plan for tomorrow are
certainly in concert with the rest of the
state’s effort to look ahead, anticipate in-
frastructure issues, and encourage com-
munity input.  Umpqua Visions endeavors
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to include all members of our community.  It is our responsi-
bility as members of the League of Women Voters to be ac-
tive and participate in this noble and patriotic effort.  If not us,
then who?  We invite you to involve yourself in our local
League’s efforts to build and sustain our beautiful community,
state, and country.   Are you passionate about the water study?
Or Voter Education?  Want to “rock the vote” in the next
Presidential election?   Do you want to be part of envisioning
the Umpqua Basin’s future?  Your co-presidents look for-
ward to hearing from you. !

continued ...


